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DEPR Introduction

DEPR is tool for calculating depreciation for all of a company’s assets.  This application is unique in that it is completely open (MS Access source code is included), simple and inexpensive.

DEPR Highlights

· Handles an unlimited number of companies

· Handles multiple divisions
· Handles fiscal years starting in any month

· Reports calculate annual depreciation (tax or book) and provide division and company totals

· Calculates depreciation for tax purposes using the IRS defined Modified Accelerated Cost Recovery System (MACRS)

· Option for MACRS half-year or mid-quarter convention for property being depreciated over 3, 5, 7, 10, 15 or 20 years

· Handles 27.5 and 39 year MACRS assets

· Book purpose schedules support any asset life

· Each asset can have book purpose depreciation based on the straight line, double declining balance, 150% declining balance or the sum of the years digits method

· Free upgrades for life

DEPR is written in MS Access.  The benefits of this are

· No installation – just open the DEPR.mdb file from within MS Access

· Ability to use the Access’ built-in sorting and filtering
· Ability to get data out of DEPR and into Excel, Word, etc.

· Full access to the Visual Basic programming

· Full access to the database tables

· Full access to all forms and reports

· Ability to add fields to the tables, screens and reports

· Built with the most popular PC database tool

A demonstration version of DEPR is available from www.ohiostarsoftware.com.  The only difference between the demonstration version and the commercial version is that the demonstration version does not do tax purpose depreciation correctly. Instead of using the IRS mandated MACRS method, its tax purpose depreciation is done as a simple straight line calculation. The commercial version handles tax purpose depreciation correctly. Please see the Ohio Star Software web site to get the commercial version of DEPR. In order to receive free upgrades of DEPR, you must provide an email address and be able to receive email file attachments.

DEPR can be purchased by sending $49.00 to:


Ohio Star Software


14832 Siefkes Ct.


Wichita, KS 67230

Include your email address to have the DEPR application delivered electronically and to be able to receive free upgrades.

You can also purchase DEPR with a credit card at the www.ohiostarsoftware.com site.

Getting Started

The DEPR application consists of 2 MS Access databases (DEPR.mdb and DEPR-be.mdb) and this documentation file.. One of the advantages of a MS Access based application is that there is no “installation” to do. You should put these 3 files into a subdirectory of their own. The DEPR_be.mdb is the database file that contains all of your information. This is the file that you will want to make sure is backed up. The other database file (DEPR.mdb) contains the definitions of the forms, reports and queries. When a new version of DEPR is released, this is the file that will be upgraded.

Before you begin the process of defining assets to the application, you should try out all of the functions and reports with the sample data that came in the database.

When you are ready to start using the DEPR application for your business, you will need to do the following:

1. Add your company through the Main Menu’s “Maintain Companies” button.

2. Delete the sample companies that came with the DEPR application

3. Add the Divisions you want to use. If you don’t have a need for Divisions, then create 1 division with a Division Number 0 and a Division Name “N/A”.

4. Delete any unneeded divisions

5. Add your assets through the Main Menu’s “Maintain Assets” button

Main Menu
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The main menu screen for DEPR is shown above. Each button is described in a section below.  You can close the DEPR application by clicking on the “X” in the top right corner of the application or by closing MS Access itself.  In order for the “OSS Web Site” button to work, your PC needs to be able to access the Internet.

Maintain Assets
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This is the primary screen for the DEPR application.  This is where you add new assets to the application. You can also change information about existing assets.  The screen can be closed with the “X” in the top right corner.  

The bottom of the screen is the standard MS Access record navigation bar. The 
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 button moves you to the first Asset record in the database. The 
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 button moves you back 1 record while the 
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 button moves you forward 1 record. The 
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 button moves you to the last Asset record in the database.  Finally, the 
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 button on the right end of the record navigation bar can be used to add a new blank record to the database.

Since DEPR is a MS Access application, you have the MS Access toolbars to help you find, sort and filter your records. The following MS Access toolbar buttons are very useful for this application:

· 
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 Sort Ascending – this button will sort (re-sequence) all records from lowest to highest based on the field the cursor is in. If the cursor is in the “In Service Date” field for example, it will sort all the records from oldest to newest based on their In Service Date.

· 
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 Sort Descending – this sort the records in the same fashion as the “Sort Ascending” button except that it sorts from highest to lowest.

· 
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 Find – this button brings up a dialog box that allows you to tell the application information about the record you are looking for. If you are looking for the Fork Lift asset, you would click this find button and fill the screen in as shown below. Note that the Match value has been set to “Any Part of Field” and the Match Case and Search Only Current Field check boxes are not selected. 
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· 
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 Filter By Selection – this button will filter out all records that do not match the value of the field your cursor is in. The best use for this button is to have the cursor in the “Company” field with the company you want to work with displayed. When you click on this “Filter By Selection” button, a filter that limits the records being displayed will be applied. This filter will show only records of the company you selected. This lets you work with the records of a single company and never get confused over which asset belongs to which company.

· 
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 Filter By Form – this button allows you to apply a filter based on more than 1 field. For example, you could select this button, indicate the company you want records limited to and indicate the division you want records limited to. Then by clicking the “Apply Filter” button, only records matching the company and division would be displayed.

· 
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 Apply (Remove) Filter – this button is used to activate a “Filter By Form” filter and to turn off both the “Filter By Selection” and “Filter By Form” filters.

The two buttons at the top of the screen produce on-line schedules of depreciation for the asset being displayed. Both schedules allow you to scroll up and down if all of the years of depreciation do not fit on the screen. Both also have a “Print” button that will send an image of the screen.

Tax Schedule
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Book Schedule
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Maintain Companies
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Before you can begin adding assets to DEPR, you need to define your company to the application.  The screen above comes from selecting the “Maintain Companies” button from the main menu.  Pay special attention to the entries for Company Number, Company Name and “Year starts in month” fields.   The other fields are not used by the application at this time.

Company Number – This is a number you assign to identify to each company. Any integer value will do.  The number gets used behind the scenes to tie assets to a particular company.  The number itself is not important – but each company needs a unique number. Assigning numbers sequentially to your companies beginning with 1 would be a reasonable approach.

Company Name – This is the company name that will appear in the screens and reports.  

Year starts in month – For companies whose fiscal year starts in January, you will enter a 1 in this field. If the companies fiscal year starts in July, you will put a 7 in the field.  This field is very important as all depreciation calculations are dependant on how far into the year an assert was acquired.

Maintain Divisions
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If you want to be able to see depreciation broken out by division within a company, you need to define your division through the screen above. If you have no need for divisions, you should still have 1 division defined.  If you don’t need divisions, a good choice would be to create 1 division with a number of 0 and a name of “N/A”.

Documentation


This file is the Documentation that you can bring up from the Main Menu.

OSS Web Site


Click this link to go to http://www.ohiostarsoftware.com
Company Tax Report
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Selecting the “Company Tax Report” button from the main menu brings up the screen shown above. From this screen, you select which company to do a tax report for, and indicate the year ending date for the report.  An example of a the Tax Report is shown below:
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Company Book Report
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Selecting the “Company Book Report” button from the main menu brings up the screen shown above. From this screen, you select which company to do a book report for, and indicate the year ending date for the report.  An example of a the Book Report is shown below:
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Company Asset Report

[image: image23.png]& Company Asset Report

Company Asset Repoit

Choase the Company to Report for

Insurance Wanagemen Associal

NCR
Preview Repart





Selecting the “Company Asset Report” button from the main menu brings up the screen shown above. From this screen, you select which company to do an asset report for.  An example of a the Asset Report is shown below:
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Section 179 Report
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Selecting the “Section 179 Report” button from the main menu brings up the screen shown above. From this screen, you select which company to do a Section 179 report for.  An example of a the Section 179 Report is shown below:
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About DEPR

Selecting the “About DEPR” button from the main menu bring up the screen shown below. If your PC can access the Internet, you can click on the www.ohiostarsoftware.com link to go to the Ohio Star Software web site.
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