FFolder Ripper `98


Readme for version 3.0.0


The world's premiere file listing program is back!
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Warning


This program has absolutely no warranty on it. Mark Christian and/or nDigital Designs [formerly Nexxus Software] is not responsible for any damages done to you or your system inconjunction with the use of this software.





Installation


Folder Ripper now includes its own setup program to ease the installation process. We've tried very hard to make the power of Folder Ripper more accessible to average computer users.





To install, simply extract all of the files in the archive to a temporary folder and run the file called SETUP.EXE by double-clicking on it. This will install the program and all of the needed files, and create a shortcut to it in your Start menu to make it easily accessible.








Basic use


The following tutorial will teach you how to create a basic list of the files in a single folder.


1. Your copy of Folder Ripper is probably unregistered. When the shareware 'nag' dialog appears, click OK.


2. In the main dialog which appears (titled Folder Ripper `98), click the button labelled Edit List...


3. In the new dialog which appears (titled Folders), browse through the folders on your hard drive and open up your Windows folder -- it's probably C:\Windows.


4. Click the button labelled Add, or press Alt-A on your keyboard.


5. Close the window by clicking the x in the top left corner.


6. The list filename is set to X:\Folder Ripper Folder\filelist.txt right now. You can enter something else, if you like, or you can click the Browse... button to its right.


7. The List Filter box contains *.* -- this means it will list ALL of the files in the folder you selected in step 3. Entering *.exe, for example, would like only programs, will entering *win*.* would show files that had win in their filename.


8. Click the button labelled Rip and Folder Ripper will create your list for you! After it's done, the file it created will automatically open in Notepad, Windows' resident text editor.





Now that you know this much, expanding your skills won't be too hard. Everything is correctly labelled, so this is where Basic Use ends.








Advanced features


The following features are what make Folder Ripper so popular. Users of previous users have had to wade through cramped dialogs, but with version 3.0, Folder Ripper is much easier to use. Many of it's 'moron' settings (that is, those which are pretty much required to make it do anything) are now standard, so you'll no longer see piles of useless check boxes.


Here's a rundown of everything you see in the Options dialog box and what it does.





General tab


View list using this program when done:


This is usually left checked. The program specified in the box below will be launched with the fresh list as soon as Folder Ripper is done. On by default.





Pause between folders


This is only usefull if you're ripping files that are on removable disks, ie if you wanted to list folders on several different CDs. If you're just ripping from your hard drive, it's best to leave it unchecked because it will get on your nerves. Off by default.





Remove file extensions


This is not always practical, however, it sometimes makes a list look better.


This feature would make a file called "example.exe" appear as simply "example" in the list.


Folder Ripper only removes extensions reliably if the extension is 3 characters (such as EXE) or 4 characters (such as HTML) in length. Off by default





Show splash screen


This shows an attractive splash screen with some interesting statistics for several seconds whenever the program starts. On by default.





Check check list


Adds [ ] to the start of each file in the list. Good for someone to check off what files they need to get from you, for example.


This would turn...


C:\WINDOWS:


#night55.txt


159625.htm


5631_DIG.INI


5631_HWC.INI


5631_SWC.INI


...into...


C:\WINDOWS:


[ ] #night55.txt


[ ] 159625.htm


[ ] 5631_DIG.INI


[ ] 5631_HWC.INI


[ ] 5631_SWC.INI





Off by default.





Shell Extension


This feature, when complete, will add a menu item to the menu that appears when you right click on a file in the Windows Explorer. "Create file list..." will make it extremely simple to make a file list. Off by default.





Convert old settings


Clicking this button will read the INI file used in previous versions of Folder Ripper and save available features in the new format. Only usefull if you've used v2.x of Folder Ripper in the past.





List tab





Include file sizes


This will add the sizes of files in a folder next to the file name. Off by default.





Bytes/Kilobytes options


This specifies whether the sizes are shown in bytes or kilobytes. Bytes by default.





Separate by / instead of using (brackets)


This simply changes how the sizes are displayed.


This would turn...


C:\WINDOWS:


#night55.txt (226 bytes)


159625.htm (28483 bytes)


5631_DIG.INI (38690 bytes)


5631_HWC.INI (38120 bytes)


5631_SWC.INI (38549 bytes)


...into...


C:\WINDOWS:


#night55.txt / 226 bytes


159625.htm / 28483 bytes


5631_DIG.INI / 38690 bytes


5631_HWC.INI / 38120 bytes


5631_SWC.INI / 38549 bytes





Off by default.





Create as HTML file, instead of plain text


For those of you who are into file trading on the Internet, this can be a nice feature, because it really jazzes up your list with bullets and cells. Although it does increase the file size of your list slightly, it's a nice feature. Off by default.





Align left/Center options


This simply changes the HTML tag used in your list to change how your list appears. Note: this setting affects the placement of the table containing the list...the contents of the cells will always remain left aligned. Center by default.





Add hyperlinks


This simply creates an <A HREF> tag before each filename, which makes it easy for you to launch files straight from a list. Note: only works with HTML lists. Off by default.





List customization options


These three sets of check boxes and text boxes allow you to add important contact information to the end of your file lists. It is, however, only available to our registered users and will be greyed out during your trial period. Upon registration they will become available.


Note: in HTML lists, the email and ICQ values will become hyperlinks, allowing someone to contact you easily. All on by default.





System menu in main dialog





Abort


Use this command instead of Close or Quit if you want to shut down the program without saving any changes made to the program settings.





That's all there is to it, although there are other nice features built more-subtley into Folder Ripper. For instance, you can have as many different folder lists as you want. By default, in the main dialog the Folder List: value is X:/Folder Ripper folder/fr.lst, but you could have X:/Folder Ripper folder/fr1.lst, X:/Folder Ripper folder/fr2.lst, and so on. The sky's the limit!








Optimum configuration


If you want Folder Ripper to load a create lists as quickly as possible, use the following settings:


Show splash screen = off


Remove file extensions = off


Create check list = off


Include file sizes = off [if Kilobytes is selected]


Create as HTML file, instead of plain text = off


Add hyperlinks = off [if HTML is on]








Upgrades


The Folder Ripper website has an upgrade center built into it. If you click the button labelled Check for Upgrade in the About dialog's Web tab, you'll be taken to a page that will tell you if you have the most recent version of Folder Ripper installed on your system. If not, you'll see instructions on how to ugprade.


Note: this feature is not fully integrated as of yet. Look for it in the next release.








Registration


Folder Ripper is shareware. That means that if you like this program, you should repay the author for his hard work. When you register, you get a registration code that removes all of the nag screens and limitations which were imposed upon this product.


Registration costs $10.00. For more information, see the Shareware tab of the Options dialog, and visit http://ndd.ml.org/fr98/register.html.


Note: if you decide not to register, you must delete this software from your system after a period of thirty days. It's the law.








Copyrights


Folder Ripper is Copyright © 1997-98 nDigital Designs [formerly Nexxus Software]. All Rights Reserved. This computer software is protected by international copyright laws.


It is illegal to distribute registration information for this program.





Visit nDigital Designs on the web! http://ndd.ml.org or visit the Folder Ripper web site at http://ndd.ml.org/fr98.





Looking for the Easter egg password? Well, it's 3 characters long and the last two letters are the same. See if you can guess it!


