This README file gives instructions for installation, and a bare outline of what Version Info does. You will find much fuller details in the helpfile, VerInfo.hlp.








Introducing Version Info





TVersionInfo and TVersionInfoLabel are Delphi components for displaying program version  information, such as in an About box.





Windows programs allow you to put a lot of version information into your program: not just the version number, but the product name, the copyright notice, and so on. This information is accessible via the Windows API, which means that the information can be viewed without even running the application, and it is available to other programs such as installers.





You can easily add this information to your program in Delphi 3 (in Project | Options | VersionInfo), and anyone can view it in Explorer (right-click | Properties). What you can not conveniently do is display it in an About box in your own program.





"So what?," you say. "I can just put the same information in my About box." So you can. And every time the information changes, you have to change it in two places.





Version Info solves this problem by making it really easy to display the Windows version information in an About box, even easier than retyping the information.








Using Version Info





Step 1: Set up your version information for your project in Project | Options | VersionInfo.


Step 2: Place a TVersionInfo nonvisual component on your form.


Step 3: Place one or more TVersionInfoLabels on your form.


Step 4: Name the  TVersionInfoLabels to match the item of version information that you want to display. For example, if you want to display the FileVersion item, name the label FileVersion.








Installation





There are three steps to installation: unzipping the package, installing the Version Info unit in the Delphi environment, and installing the helpfile so that it is accessible to the Delphi context-sensitive search engine.





Unzipping the Package





This package uses long filenames and the zipfile was created with PKZIP version 2.50 which supports long filenames. If you unzip the package with PKUNZIP version 2.04g, the filenames will be truncated. PKUNZIP will list the correct names as it unzips the file, so you will be able to rename the files by hand without too much trouble.





Installing the Version Info Component





Since you're reading this, we assume you have already unzipped the package into a temporary directory. 





Copy the files VersionInfo.dcu and VersionInfo.dcr to \DELPHI\LIB. That is where Delphi would put it were you to compile the package from source.





Start Delphi and close any open project. Then select Component | Install Packages | Add. Set "Files of type" to "Package library (*.dpl) and navigate to the directory where you unzipped the Version Info package. Select VerInfo.dpl and press OK. You will then be returned to the main dialogue. Press OK.





After a noticeable pause, Delphi will return control to you. You will notice that there is a new Special tab on the component palette with two buttons that look like this: 


You can move them to a different tab later if you like. Select Tools | Environment | Palette.








Installing Help





You can consult the helpfile, VerInfo.hlp, without installing it. But you will not have context-sensitive help inside Designer until you install the help in the Delphi environment. We have taken a lot of trouble over the smooth integration of Version Info help with the Delphi search engine. Please install it.





1. In the Version Info package you will find two files that you need, VerInfo.hlp and VersionInfo.CNT. Copy both to \DELPHI\HELP. 





2. Edit the Borland-supplied file DELPHI3.CFG which you will find in \DELPHI\HELP. 


Look for the "Third-Party Help" section at the bottom of the file and add the line





:LINK VerInfo.hlp





This line is not case-sensitive. If it is the last line of the file, be sure that it ends in a carriage return.





3. Delete the file DELPHI3.GID so that the help system is forced to rebuild it.








Sample Project





The sample project TestVersionInfo is a straightforward single-form application. We put scrolling in because we wanted to show all the version info tags, and there are rather a lot of them. 








Licence





Version Info is distributed as shareware. It is not in the "public domain". It is not free software. However, you do have the opportunity to try it for 90 days before you pay for it, subject to the terms of the evaluation licence, which you can read in the helpfile.





You may not distribute programs of your own that incorporate VersionInfo.dcu or VerInfo.dpl without a developer licence. A licence costs $17.50 (or $37.50 if you want the source) per developer workstation. Generous site licenses are available. This is a one-off fee: there are no royalties to pay. 





How to Obtain a Developer Licence





You will find a licence form in the helpfile. Help will print it or copy it to the Windows clipboard for you. You have the choice of paying by cheque, credit card, company purchase order, or NetCash. You can license the product online on the World-Wide Web at www.alberts.com.





The benefits of licensing the program are:





1. Deployability. You can't deploy applications containing unlicensed copies of VersionInfo.dcu or VerInfo.dpl to end-user sites. When we receive your licence form we will send you a licence number that will permit you to deploy unlimited copies of your programs.


2. Support. Licensed users get guaranteed support for 90 days. If Version Info does not work on your system we will do our best to fix it so that it does work. We can't promise to make it work in all cases. If we can't fix the defect we will refund your fee.


3. Nag-free usage. After your trial-use licence expires, the program will nag you to license it. 





Uninstalling Version Info





After you have evaluated Version Info, you may decide it is not what you need. To uninstall it, use the following procedure:





1. Start Delphi and close any open project. Then select Component | Install Packages. Highlight T_Rex in the Design Packages box and press Remove. Press OK.  After a noticeable pause, Delphi will return control to you.





2. Edit the Borland-supplied file DELPHI3.CFG which you will find in \DELPHI\HELP. 


Find and remove the line





:LINK VerInfo.hlp





3. Delete the file DELPHI3.GID so that the help system is forced to rebuild it.





4. Find and delete the files VersionInfo.* and TestVersionInfo.*.








Copyright





Version Info was written by Paul Keating. Except as explained in the helpfile, the program and its supporting materials are copyright © 1998 by Prodigy Computing (Pty) Limited, PO Box 2194, Cramerview 2060, South Africa. For additional copyright information consult the helpfile.








No Warranty





Version Info is published in South Africa and is made available voetstoots. Voetstoots is a Roman-Dutch legal condition that excludes, among other things, all supplier's warranties of any kind, express or implied, against defects latent or patent. You assume all responsibility for the adverse consequences of any defects in Version Info, including any adverse consequences of including it in your own products. If Version Info does not work, or if it works differently from the way you expected or intended or were led to believe, your sole remedy is to stop using it, uninstall it from your Delphi environment, and remove all references to it from your own program code. You may in certain cases claim a refund of any licence fee you have paid.








Association of Shareware Professionals





This program is produced by a member of the Association of Shareware Professionals (ASP).  ASP wants to make sure that the shareware principle works for you. If you are unable to resolve a shareware-related problem with an ASP member by contacting the member directly, ASP may be able to help. The ASP Ombudsman can help you resolve a dispute or problem with an ASP member, but does not provide technical support for members' products. Please write to the ASP Ombudsman at 157-F Love Ave., Greenwood, IN 46142 USA, fax 317-888-2195, or send email to omb@asp-shareware.org.





This is $Revision::   1.41            $ of this file.


