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Introduction





LEAP is a freely available relational database management system. It's been available on the Internet since 1995, and is widely used in Universities around the world to help and assist students as they study database theory.





Until now, however, LEAP has only been available as a command line orientated tool. It's thanks to the efforts of Curt Hill that LEAP is now available as an easy to use Windows tool. At the heart of the program, LEAP is the same. It's just the wrapper that's improved.





Full details on using LEAP are included in the manual, which is included as an HTML document in the doc directory.





More information on LEAP is available on the web site:





http://www.dogbert.demon.co.uk/leap.html





Installing LEAP





Installing LEAP is straight forward. By uncompressing this distribution, you've done the hard bit! Now simply run the batch program 'install' located in the bin directory. This will invoke the basic version of LEAP, and build the databases necessary to run LEAP. A new directory will be created off of the base directory called 'databases'.





Once that's completed successfully the following message is displayed:





Message: LEAP Configuration completed successfully!





The MS-DOS prompt may stay open, but may be closed once this message has been displayed.





LEAP runs out of the directory to which you uncompressed it. The installation will also create a ‘tmp’ directory off of the root of the disk LEAP resides on - This is a requirement of Cygwin, which was used to port LEAP to Windows.





Running LEAP





Running LEAP first requires the databases to be built - Check that the WinLEAP directory contains a 'database' directory. If not, follow the simple instructions above under 'Installing LEAP'.





If that's done, run 'WinLEAP' in the 'bin' directory. 





WinLEAP will display a splash screen giving the copyright details for both LEAP and WinLEAP. In a nutshell, LEAP and WinLEAP are free to distribute under the terms of the GNU General Public License (GPL). Full details are in the file 'COPYING'. 





Whilst running WinLEAP, two windows will remain open - WinLEAP itself, and a LEAP Console. Closing down the LEAP Console will possibly cause corruption, and will stop commands working in WinLEAP. Restarting the LEAP console will not fix the problem - you’ll need to stop and restart WinLEAP.





Using LEAP





Full documentation is in the ‘doc’ subdirectory of the WinLEAP distribution. All documentation is in standard HTML - You can 
